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In Memoriam 


Stuart Carter Dodd, 1900-1975 


STUART DODD, professor emeritus of sociology at the University of 
Washington, and a pioneer in scientific polling techniques, died suddenly 
while visiting a son in Berkeley during the Christmas holidays in 1975. 

Stu Dodd’s rich and productive life was as varied in interests as the 
multiple dimensions that always marked his work. Born in Turkey in 
1900, the son and grandson of medical missionaries, his own designs for a 
better life drew inspiration from this past. There was, in fact, a mis- 
sionary zeal to all that Stu did, reflected even in the titles of his major 
research efforts—Project Consensus, Project Worth, Project Revere, 
Project Concord—and reflected in his final major concern with Epicosm 
Models, a system of hypotheses to help understand and unify the cosmos. 

Trained in psychology at Princeton, with a postdoctoral fellowship in 
London working with Karl Pearson, the biometrician, and Carl Spear- 
man, the psychologist, whose personal and intellectual conflicts sharp- 
ened his lifelong appetite and skills at working for reconciliation, Stuart 
Dodd made his home base sociology even though he had never taken a 
course in the field. 

Ever a student, Stu Dodd was a brilliant teacher, as hundreds can 
testify from Beirut to Seattle. In 1927 he founded the department of 
sociology at the American University in Beirut and served as its chairman 
until 1947. He then came to Seattle to found and direct the Washington 
Public Opinion Laboratory and to serve on the sociology faculty until his 
retirement in 197]. 

From his classic controlled experiment to improve rural hygiene in 
Syria, through his daring conduct of polls in Sicily and Italy in World 
War II, and up through his innovative research on message diffusion in 
Seattle, Dodd pressed for the rigorous assessment of the forces that form 
and function as public opinion. He contributed as a scientist, as a 
practitioner skillfully applying knowledge, and as an organizer of asso- 
ciations to promote standards of competence in the field. In 1946, he 
reconciled sharp differences between Gallup and Roper and was a key 
figure in the Central City Conference that led to AAPOR and WAA- 
POR. He drafted the constitution for the latter organization and served 
three terms as its secretary. 
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But the impact and meaning of this remarkable man cannot be found 
by reference to the work that impinged on public opinion alone. Warm 
and gentle in manner, this vigorous exponent of rigor in the treatment of 
social, value, and symbolic systems left a legacy of scientific humanism 
reflected in nine published books and 140 articles in some 60 journals 
representing a score of disciplines. 

Furthermore, his technical and inventive fascination with languages, 
scales, matrices, models, and systems was always coupled to an active 
concern with movements to abolish colonialism and war, to enhance 
social welfare, to extend democratic participation, and to produce human 
unity. 


OTTO N. LARSEN 
University of Washington 
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